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Alice Feagan 

 

Author & Illustrator Alice Feagan is a children's book creator known for her distinct cut-paper collage style in The Collectors, 
Read Island, and School Days Around the World. Her lifelong love of storytelling and art making led her 
to the world of picture books where she creates playful illustrations for children's books, magazines, 
apps, educational products, and games. When she is not making picture books, Alice can be found 
reading them with her two young sons. She lives in Edwards, Colorado. 

Amanda Stone Norton 

 

Author/Educator Dr. Amanda Stone Norton has been an educator and advocate of multicultural education for over twenty 
years, leading diversity initiatives in higher education, K-12, and non-profit institutions. In her role as an 
educator, she taught courses on writing and literature and has edited multiple children’s books. Her 
debut middle-grade novel, Muddy Madeleine Meets an Arach-a-Doo, won numerous national awards, 
was implemented district wide in the Fort Worth Independent School system, and received a glowing 
review from Kirkus. She is currently writing YA fantasy romance; MG fiction, emphasizing girls in 
science; and historical fiction. 

Amber Owen (aka Z.B. 
Asterplume) 

 

Children's Book Author 
Illustrator 

Z.B. Asterplume is the author/illustrator of SOMETIMES, A TIGER with Macmillan Publishing, Spring 
2023. She serves the RMC-SCWBI as Social Media coordinator and delights in being a part of the 
beautiful abundance of talented writers and illustrators in this community as they thrive.   
 
 



Ana Crespo Associate Agent After two years apprenticing under Deborah Warren at East West Literary Agency, Ana Crespo attended 
the Denver Publishing Institute and took the leap to become an agent. With two sales announced and 
several still to-be-announced, she has recently been promoted to Associate Agent. Ana loves picture 
books that use few words to say a lot of things, although she can also fall in love with longer, well-crafted 
texts. She is currently closed for submissions. 

Andrea Floren 

 

Illustrator & Writer Born in the Great Plains of South Dakota, Andrea grew up surrounded by grasslands, cornfields, and 
brothers. As a mixed Mexican-American kid in the 80s Heartland, Andrea didn’t see herself reflected in 
her surroundings or her books. A misfit, in search of belonging and adventure, she hightailed it out of the 
prairie, living in Minneapolis, Mexico, Amsterdam, Chicago, Brooklyn, Oakland and now calls Denver 
home. Along her journey, Andrea reconnected with her love of storytelling and discovered that she 
doesn’t have to fit in to belong. Today, she’s passionate about creating stories that connect, reflect and 
celebrate the beautiful complexities and abundant experiences of all young people. Andrea is 
represented by Adria Goetz at P.S. Literary. 

Andrea Wang 

 

Author Andrea Wang is an acclaimed author of children’s books. Her book Watercress was awarded the 
Caldecott Medal, a Newbery Honor, the Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature, and a Boston 
Globe-Horn Book Honor. Her other books, Luli and the Language of Tea, The Many Meanings of Meilan, 
Magic Ramen, and The Nian Monster, have also received awards and starred reviews. Her work 
explores culture, creative thinking, and identity. She is also the author of seven nonfiction titles for the 
library and school market. Andrea holds an M.S. in Environmental Science and an M.F.A. in Creative 
Writing for Young People. She lives in Centennial with her family.  

Ariane Peveto 

 

Author,Editor, Illustrator Ariane Peveto is a YA writer who has called the United States, England, and Japan home for a time. She 
holds a master’s degree in English and studied abroad at the University of Oxford with a focus on literary 
craft. Her work has been published in a few journals, and she’s also received awards in short story and 
poetry. As a freelance editor and illustrator, she enjoys helping others bring their stories and ideas to life, 
too. 

  



Charlotte Wenger 

 

Literary Agent - 
Prospect Agency 

Charlotte Wenger is a literary agent in the Boston area with Prospect Agency. Prior to joining Prospect, 
she was an associate editor at Page Street Kids. She has her Master of Arts in Children’s Literature from 
Simmons College (now University) and has since mentored a number of their MFA in Writing for 
Children students. In her free time, she enjoys hiking and exploring New England outside the city, 
occasionally crafting, and randomly breaking into song. Charlotte represents authors and illustrators of 
children's books - ranging from board books through YA, but especially picture books. You can find her 
online at www.charlottewenger.com or on Twitter at @WilbursBF_Char. 

Dow Phumiruk 

 

Children's Book 
Author/Illustrator 

Dow Phumiruk is an award-winning author/illustrator of children's picture books, with 19 books published 
and/or to come. She is one of the illustrators of YES WE WILL by NYT bestselling author Kelly Yang. 
She has illustrated A LIFE OF SERVICE, by Newbery Honor winner Christina Soontornvat and ONE 
GIRL, by NYT bestselling author Andrea Beaty. HUGSBY, written and illustrated by Dow, is a Colorado 
Book Award finalist. Dow is a retired pediatrician and teaches medical students part time. She was born 
in Bangkok, Thailand and now lives in Lone Tree, Colorado with her family and enjoys sewing and light 
hiking. She has been a member of the Society for Children's Book Writers and Illustrators since 2011 
and is represented by East West Literary Agency. 

Fleur Bradley 

 

MG/YA Mystery Author Fleur Bradley is the author of many mysteries for kids, including SCBWI’s Crystal Kite-winning Midnight 
at the Barclay Hotel (Southwest Region, published by Viking) and the Double Vision trilogy (as F.T. 
Bradley, Harper Children’s). Midnight at the Barclay Hotel was nominated for the Agatha and Anthony 
Awards, and recently won the Colorado Book Award and Florida's Sunshine State Young Reader Award. 
Her new scary MG mystery for kids, Daybreak on Raven Island, is out August 2022 (Viking). 
 
Fleur regularly does author school and virtual visits, as well as librarian and educator conference talks 
on reaching reluctant readers. Originally from the Netherlands, she now lives in Colorado with her family, 
and entirely too many rescue animals.  

Janna Morishima 

 

Kids Comics Unite Janna Morishima is a literary agent specializing in graphic novels and visual storytelling. She currently 
represents a diverse range of comics creators, including Misako Rocks, Shauna Grant, Andi Watson, 
and Rivkah LaFille. 
 
Janna started her career at Scholastic, where she co-founded the Graphix imprint. She is the founder of 
Kids Comics Unite, an online community for kids and YA graphic novel professionals. Find out more at 
http://jannaco.co and https://www.kidscomicsunite.com. 

  

http://www.charlottewenger.com/
http://jannaco.co/
https://www.kidscomicsunite.com/


JC Peterson 

 

YA Author JC Peterson is an author of contemporary rom-coms. She graduated from Michigan State University with 
a degree in journalism, worked for years as an award-winning journalist in Oklahoma, and now lives in 
Denver, CO, with her husband and children. 
 
Being Mary Bennet is her debut novel and released March 2022. A companion novel Lola At Last will 
release with HarperTeen winter 2023. When not dreaming up funny contemporary stories or herding 
children, she loves to eat and shop local, explore the Colorado mountains, and plan new adventures. 

Jessica Speer 

 

Author; Mindfullness 
and Yoga Instructor 

Jessica Speer is the author of BFF or NRF (Not Really Friends)? A Girls Guide to Happy Friendships 
and Middle School – Safety Goggles Advised. Blending humor, activities, and stories, her writing 
unpacks the tricky stuff that peaks during adolescence. She has a master’s degree in social sciences 
and explores social-emotional topics in ways that connect with kids. Jessica is regularly featured in and 
contributes to media outlets on topics related to kids, parenting, and friendship. For more information, 
visit www.JessicaSpeer.com 

Kaz Windness 

 

Author-Illustrator Kaz Windness is a genre-crossing author and illustrator of a dozen books, including her most recent 
release, "Swim, Jim!" (Simon & Schuster, June 2022). Kaz has been a professor of illustration at the 
Rocky Mountain College of Art + Design for over 9 years. Proudly autistic and queer, Kaz specializes in 
character-driven books that celebrate diversity with humor and heart. Please visit Kaz at 
www.WindnessBooks.com.  

Kristie Choi  COMING SOON! 

Laura Perdew 

 

Children’s Book Author 
(fiction and nonfiction) 

Laura is an author and a writing consultant at CU Boulder. She has written over 50 books for the 
education market, including BIODIVERSITY: Explore the Diversity of Life on Earth (Nomad Press, 2019), 
which earned a starred review from Booklist and is one of the Booklist editors’ Top 10 Books on the 
Environment & Sustainability for Youth 2020. She is also the author of THE FORT (Page Street Kids, 
2020), a picture book that celebrates the power of imagination and compromise, and the magic of a fort. 
She lives in Boulder with her husband and twin boys. 

https://jessicaspeer.com/jessica-speer-books/
https://jessicaspeer.com/jessica-speer-books/
http://www.jessicaspeer.com/
http://www.jessicaspeer.com/
http://www.windnessbooks.com/


Laurent Linn 
 

Art Director, Simon & 
Schuster Books for 
Young Readers 

Laurent Linn, Art Director at Simon & Schuster BFYR, collaborates on picture books, middle grade, and 
YA with both celebrated and new illustrators such as Rosemary Wells, Bryan Collier, John Parra, Raúl 
Colón, and Vashti Harrison. He is also the author/illustrator of the critically acclaimed YA novel, Draw the 
Line. Laurent is on the SCBWI Advisory Council and is the Artistic Advisor for the annual Original Art 
exhibit at the Society of Illustrators in New York. Laurent began his career as a puppet designer/builder 
in Jim Henson’s Muppet Workshop, creating characters for productions including the Muppet Christmas 
Carol and Muppet Treasure Island films, and eventually becoming the Creative Director for the Sesame 
Street Muppets, winning an Emmy Award. www.laurentlinn.com Instagram & FB: Laurent Linn 

Malia Maunakea 
 

Writer Malia Maunakea is a part-Hawaiian writer who grew up in the rainforest on the Big Island before moving 
to a valley on O'ahu in seventh grade. She relocated to the continent for college, and when she isn’t 
writing can be found roaming the Colorado Rocky Mountains with her husband, their two children, and a 
rescue mutt named Peggy. 

Mary Kuehner 
 

Early Literacy Librarian, 
Arapahoe Library 
District 

Mary Kuehner has been an early literacy librarian for more than 23 years. She received her Master’s of 
Information Studies in 1999 from the University of Toronto, and has worked in public libraries in New 
York and Colorado since then. She read countless picture books to young children and their caregivers. 
She is a founding member of Colorado Libraries for Early Literacy. She has been a member of SCBWI 
since 2016 and one of her stories was selected as a Golden Pen finalist at the 2019 Rocky Mountain 
conference. She is a member of a critique group that has existed for more than 20 years (the Story 
Spinners), and while she hasn’t been a member that long, they've helped her immensely. 

Megan Freeman 
 

Author Megan E. Freeman attended an elementary school where poets visited her classroom every week to 
teach poetry, and she has been a writer ever since. Her debut novel, ALONE, is a finalist for the 
Colorado Book Award, an NCTE Notable Novel in Verse, a Goodreads Choice Award Finalist, and was 
included on over a dozen Best Of and state reading lists. Megan is also a Pushcart Prize-nominated 
poet and the author of the poetry chapbook, Lessons on Sleeping Alone. An award-winning teacher, 
Megan is nationally recognized for her work leading workshops and speaking to audiences across the 
country. Megan lives in northern Colorado. Learn more at www.MeganEFreeman.com. 
 

http://www.meganefreeman.com/


Nicole Magistro Children’s Book Author, 
Publisher 

Nicole Magistro is a professional reader and amateur mother who lives in the mountains of Colorado. 
She owned a bookstore for 15 years, wrote thousands of book reviews, and memorized a few too many 
bedtime stories. Her favorite place in the world is the real Read Island, which inspired this story. As an 
author, Magistro has been recognized as a finalist for the Colorado Book Award, Reading the West Book 
Award, and Spark Honor. Her forthcoming book, East Hope Street, will be released in the fall of 2023. 

Olivia Abtahi Author Growing up in the DC area, Olivia devoured books and hid in empty classrooms during school to finish 
them. Her debut novel, Perfectly Parvin, was published in 2021 by Penguin Random House Putnam 
Books For Young Readers, receiving the SCBWI Golden Kite Honor, and YALSA Odyssey Honor, and 
numerous starred reviews. Her sophomore novel, Azar on Fire, will be published in August 2022, with 
her middle grade debut in 2024. She currently lives in Denver, Colorado, with her husband and 
daughter. 

Paige Terlip 
 

Associate Agent Paige Terlip represents all categories of children’s books from picture books to young adult, as well as 
select adult fiction. 
 
Paige has been with the Andrea Brown Literary Agency since 2017. She comes to agenting with a 
background in marketing, design, and editorial. She’s worked at Charlesbridge Publishing, The National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory, and a ranch in the Rockies to name a few. She has an MA in Children's 
Literature and an MFA in Writing for Children from Simmons University. If she’s not reading, you'll find 
her practicing Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, re-watching the Great British Baking Show, or hiking with her Husky-
Shepherd mix. You can find her on Twitter (@pterlip) and Instagram (@pterlip). 
Query: https://querymanager.com/query/PaigeTerlip 

 

Safia Suleiman 
 

Writer Safa Suleiman was born and raised in Denver, Colorado. She is a first generation American Muslim of 
Palestinian descent. Her stories are inspired by her children, Palestinian culture and the diversity of the 
American Muslim community. Safa joined SCBWI in 2016 and is represented by Ana Crespo at East 
West Literary. 

  

https://querymanager.com/query/PaigeTerlip


Sara Megibow 
 

Literary Agent, KT 
Literary 

Sara Megibow is a literary agent with kt literary out of Highlands Ranch, CO. She has worked in 
publishing since 2006 and represents New York Times bestselling authors including Rebecca 
Roanhorse, Casey McQuiston, Roni Loren, Margaret Rogerson and Jason M. Hough. Sara specializes in 
launching debut authors and working on long-term career development and profit strategy with them. 
She is a graduate of Northwestern University with degrees in Women’s Studies, Gender Studies and 
American History. Always LGBTQIA+ Friendly!www.ktliterary.com and on twitter @SaraMegibow 

Stan Yan 
 

Graphic Novelist, 
Author/Illustrator 

Stan is an award-winning, first generation American-born-Chinese, Denver-based writer, illustrator, 
graphic novelist, caricature artist, and instructor. He helped to co-found the Squid Works comic creator 
cooperative, was a board member of the Colorado Alliance of Illustrators and is currently the co-Regional 
Advisor for the Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (RMC-
SCBWI), and a member of the Cuddlefish Gang art “cuddlective.” He’s the creator of the weekly Peter 
Cadaver comic strip in the Sunday Ha Ha and author and illustrator of the bedtime storybook, There's a 
Zombie in the Basement. He is represented by Ann Rose at Prospect Agency. 

Sylvie Frank 
 

Executive Editor / 
Disney Hyperion 

Sylvie Frank joined Disney Hyperion as Executive Editor in June 2021. She is the head of the picture 
book program and has the great pleasure of working with New York Times bestselling author-illustrator 
Ryan T. Higgins. She spent over eight years as an editor with Paula Wiseman Books, an imprint of 
Simon & Schuster’s Children’s Division, where she was the editor of award-winning and critically 
acclaimed books, including Strictly No Elephants by Lisa Mantchev, illustrated by Taeeun Yoo; I Have a 
Balloon by Ariel Bernstein, illustrated by Scott Magoon; The Power of Her Pen by Lesa Cline-Ransome, 
illustrated by John Parra; The Crossroads by Alexandra Diaz; and OCDaniel by Wesley King. In her role 
at Disney, Sylvie is looking for kid-focused, snappy picture books, especially those by author-illustrators. 
She is drawn to original and diverse voices across all genres. One of her favorite pastimes is browsing 
agents’ and illustrators’ websites for new talent. When she’s not reading, Sylvie can be found running 
while listening to audiobooks. She lives in Portland, OR, with her family. 

Todd Mitchell 
 

YA and Middle Grade 
Author 

Todd Mitchell is the author of several award-winning novels for young readers and adults including The 
Last Panther (Penguin Random House), The Traitor King (Scholastic), The Secret to Lying (Candlewick), 
and Backwards (Candlewick). His two newest books came out last year—one for writers, artists, and 
creators titled Breakthrough: How to Overcome Doubt, Fear, and Resistance to Be Your Ultimate 
Creative Self, and a middle grade novel that's been optioned for film/TV development titled The Namer of 
Spirits. In addition to his books, he’s written for comics, including A Flight of Angels (Vertigo) and Broken 
Saviors (ComiXology). Currently, Todd serves as Director of the Beginning Creative Writing Teaching 
Program at CSU. You can visit him (and learn about his squirrel obsession) at 
www.ToddMitchellBooks.com. 

 

 

http://www.ktliterary.com/
http://www.toddmitchellbooks.com/

